CURRENT YEAR 11:

· This year group are undertaking the OLD AQA B Specification. This syllabus covers a wide variety of topics focusing on Geography within the North East of England, the Lake District, the South of England, Italy, Spain and other European countries and the Amazonian rainforest in Brazil.  It is split into sections entitles The UK, The European Union, The Wider World and Global Issues.
· There are a number of field trips.  Specifically to the Lake District, the urban areas of Newcastle upon Tyne, the Gateshead Metro Centre and Birtley.  There is also a residential field trip to Barcelona in May/June of Year 10.
· Some specific topics in Years 10 and 11 are:

· Tourism in Mediterranean Spain and in the Lake District

· Farming in the lake District, East Anglia and Italy

· Developments and use of the Amazon Rainforest, Brazil

· The Channel Tunnel and Ports in the UK and Europe

· Urban studies, including land-use, housing and transport

· The Geography of retail and shopping

· Coursework beginning in Year 10 focuses on Retail Geography, with specific interest in the Metro Centre and on Birtley High Street.  Deadline for this is Wednesday 21st October for current Year 11 students.
· Water studies, looking at river valleys, waterfalls and flooding

· The Ganges Delta in India, and linked phenomena such as Tropical Storms

· Population growth in poorer countries, including aid, investment and international development

· The development of industry, looking specifically at Teeside and Nissan

· Issues in Japan, including population, raw materials, technology and pollution

· Electricity generation and the location of power stations

· Global Warming and the impact on different place and people.  What can we do?

CURRENT YEAR 10:

· This year group are undertaking the NEW AQA A Specification. This syllabus covers a wide variety of topics focusing on Geography within the North East of England, the Lake District, the South of England, Italy, Spain and other European countries and the Amazonian rainforest in Brazil.  It is split into sections entitles The UK, The European Union, The Wider World and Global Issues.

· Field trips include those to the Lake District and the urban areas of Newcastle upon Tyne.  There is also a residential field trip to Italy which will be organised for the Easter holidays of 2011.

· Some specific topics in Years 10 and 11 are:

· Tourism in Thailand, Antarctica and Blackpool
· Tropical revolving storms and the devastation that they bring
· Global climate change and its likely effects in the UK
· Why the Lake District looks like it does

· How Alpine winter sports are affected by glacial retreat

· What the increasing proportion of old people means for the UK government

· The problems that result when people in developing countries believe city streets to be paved with gold.

· The threat posed from inside the Earth and how we are far from solving its problem.

A controlled assessment will begin in the third term of Year 10. The focus will be:

 “How a glacial landscape is managed”
This will be supported by a field trip to the Lake District (possibly Grassmere and the route up to Easedale Tarn) to gather the necessary data. The write up will commence soon after and may involve some time at the start of Year 11. 

There is a requirement that the entire controlled assessment takes only 20 hours, and is done entirely in class. This is good in terms of it not growing into a monstrous, time consuming piece of work. However it places demands on the students in their understanding and time management.
